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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


MBCB  officers,  exec,  committee  chosen 


Ill  Church,  Columbia 


Gary  Btmdi,  pastor 
Woodville  Church,  Woodville 

Jim  Butler,  pastor 
Trinity  Church,  Southaven 

Kent  Cochran,  pastor 
Pleasant  Grove,  Brookhaven 

Clarence  Cooper,  pastor 
Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada 


Gary  Richardson,  pastor 
First  Church,  West  Point 


Collins 


Dell  Scoper,  member 
First  Church,  Laurel 


Wayne  VanHom,  pastor 
First  Church,  Columbia 


Sandra  Gunn,  member 
First  Church,  Biloxi 

Frank  Harmon,  pastor 
First  Church,  Newton 


Michael  Weeks , 
Pleasant  Hill, 


>astor 

•live  Branch 


member 

NEW  MBCB  OFFICERS  —  Officers  oFthe  Mississippi  Baptist  Michael  'Memorial  Church, 
First  Church, ^Philadelphia  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  elected  Nov.  1  include  (from  left)  Sandra  Gulfport 

Gunn,  member  erf  First  Church,  Biloxi,  secretary;  Gary  Richardson,  pas- 

Ricky  Kennedy,  pastor  tor  of  First  Church,  West  Point,  president;  and  Wayne  VanHom,  pastor  of  Source:  Office  of  the  Executive 

East  McComb  Church,  McComb  First  Church,  Columbia,  vice-president.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  Director-Treasurer,  MBCB 

Pollard:  be  confident  when  preaching  the  Gospel 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  To  be  a  great  and  Satan  begins  to  say  those  things  [like],  a  fake  kind  of  confidence.  The  real  person 
man  for  God,  a  Christian  minister  should  'What  right  do  you  have  to  tell  anybody  with  confidence  is  the  one  who  has  God- 
always  remember  where  he  came  from,  anything?'  or  'Who  are  you  to  have  a  right  confidence,  who  knows  that  God  has  put 
know  why  he  is  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  to  preach  to  people?'  or  'Look  at  wnat  him  there  and  that  he  is  following  God. 
continuously  point  to  Cnrist  as  the  one  you've  done,  look  at  who  you  are,  look  at  Pollard  also  held  up  the  apostle  Paul  as 
whom  he  has  come  to  proclaim,  Frank  how  much  of  a  sinful  person  you  are,'  and  an  example  of  a  biblical  persona  who 
Pollard  said  Nov.  9  at  Southern  Seminary  you  can  say,  'I  am  hereWause  God  put  me  stayed  true  to  his  calling  despite  undergo- 
in  Louisville  Kv.  _  _  here.'  You  will  be  like  John  ing  massive  persecution  and  opposition. 
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Sunday  School  lessons 


Giving  thanks  where  thanks  is  due 


mong  the  01 
<xi  our  cale 


Editor's 

Notebook 


>rs  our  wannest  thoughts  and 


way:  "Thanksgiving  is  usually  a  family  day, 
celebrated  with  big  dinners  and  joyous 
reunions.  The  very  mention  of  Thanksgiving 
often  calls  up  memories  of  kitchens  ana 
pantries  crowded  with  good  things  to  eat. 
Thanksgiving  is  also  a  time  for  serious  think¬ 
ing,  church  services,  and  prayer." 

Indeed  it  is.  In  our  present  day,  politically- 
correct/ revisionist  culture,  we  can  be  dis- 
couraged  from  understanding  the 


true  meaning  of  the  holiday. 

We  are  induced  to  believe  that 
Thanksgiving  is  little  more  than  a  bac¬ 
chanalian  orgy  and  football  games, 
devoid  of  religious  significance. 

Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the 
truth,  as  evidenced  by  a  brief  review 
of  unrevised  history. 

The  first  Thanksgiving  was 
observed  less  than  a  year  after  the 
Plymouth  colonists  came  ashore  in 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


1  out  nearly  half  the  at  various  times  in  the  year.  forms  of  measurement. 

1621 's  bumper  harvest  In  1863,  President  Abraham  Lincoln  Our  agricultural  system  feeds  us,  with 
the  famine  and  its  asso-  declared  a  national  Thanksgiving  holiday  on  enough  left  over  to  feed  the  world.  More  than 
is.  the  fourth  Thursday  of  November,  and  the  at  any  time  in  our  history,  our  generation  is 

such  rejoicing  in  the  states  soon  realigned  their  observances.  sheltered  from  the  elements  and  guarded 

a  le  began  to  set  aside  a  President  Franklin  Roosevelt  set  the  holi-  from  disease  and  enemy  attack.  , 
time  of  celebration  and  thanksgiving  for  their  day  one  week  earlier  in  1939,  to  lengthen  the  We  make  a  grave  mistake,  however,  when 
abundance  —  which  they  readily  acknowl-  Christmas  shopping  season  in  the  midst  of  we  take  all  that  for  granted  and  begin  to 
edged  came  from  God.  the  Great  Depression.  believe  that  we  are  responsible  for  our  own 

The  observance  grew  so  rapidly  that  The  US.  Congress  was  not  pleased,  how-  good  fortune  (Deut.  8:6-19),  as  some' many 
Massachusetts  Governor  William  Bradford  ever,  voting  in  1941  to  return  Thanksgiving  to  Americans  today  apparently  assume, 
declared  a  formal  three-day  thanksgiving  the  traditional  fourth  Thursday  in  November  This  Thanksgiving  Season,  be  sure  to  focus 
feast  to  begin  on  July  30, 1623.  and  backing  up  its  decision  by  creating  a  for-  your  thanks  toward  the  One  who  provided 

Thanksgiving  quickly  took  root  in  file  mal  legal  holiday  on  that  date.  the  food  you  will  eat,  the  home  in  which  you 

other  colonies  and  continued  to  be  observed  ••••••  will  eat  it,  file  family  with  whom  you  will 

during  the  Revolutionary  War.  For  thousands  of  years,  people  around  enjoy  it,  and  the  means  to  do  all  of  that  and 

After  the  Revolutionary  War,  the  world  have  held  harvest  festivals  and  much,  much  more. 

President  George  Washington  issued  a  observed  thanksgiving  times  for  the  gift  of  Come  to  think  of  it,  that  should  be  our 
proclamation  that  codified  a  special  day  God's  bounty,  but  this  uniquely  American  thanksgiving  prayer  365  days  a  year. 

of  thanks  in  the  United  States.  Most  of  holiday  called  Thanksgiving  should  hold  . 

the  states  took  Washington's  lead  and  special  meaning  for  us,  the  modern-day  Adapted  and  expanded  from  an  editorial  origi- 

adopted  their  own  days  of  thanksgiving  benefactors  of  God's  blessings  beyond  all  nally  published  in  the  issue  of  November  21,  3996. 
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ignorant  as  the  Communists 
have  portrayed  them  to  be.  I 
hope  we  were  able  to  help 
change  that  image  just  a  little. 
The  Ukranians  nave  also  been 
taught  that  no  one  cares  about 
them  except  the  Communist 
Party.  Our  willingness  to  travel 
halfway  around  file  world  and  to 
pay  our  own  way  helped  show 
that  we  really  care, 
we  love  them  because  God  loves  Short-term  mission  teams  are 
us  all.  Another  part  of  our  partic-  spreading  God's  Word  all  around 
ipation  was  to  show  that  the  worla.  You  do  not  have  to  be 
Christians  are  not  all  stupid  and  a  preacher  or  professional  to 

Hwork  for  the  Lord.  It  does  not 

matter  if  you  are  young  or  old. 
Even  grandmothers  such  as  I 
have  many  opportunities.  There 
are  jobs  for  all  who  make  them¬ 
selves  available  to  serve. 

This  was  an  experience  that 
none  of  us  will  ever  forget.  If  you 
want  to  strengthen  your  own 
faith  as  we  did,  go  and  share  it 
with  Ukraine.  We  do  not  know 
how  long  the  door  will  be  open 
for  us  to  be  a  part  of  this  work. 
God  has  given  this  moment  in 
history  to  reach  out  for  him.  Will 
you  let  your  answer  be,  "Here  I 
am -Lord.  Send  me."? 


Guest  Opinion: 

God's  Open  Door 

By  Pat  Sullivan,  member 
Mt.  Olive  Church,  Mt.  Olive 


A.  is  true  all  over  the  world. 

Our  job  as  Christians  is  to  try  to 
reach  them  with  the  Word  and  to 
tell  them  about  Jesus.  It  is  espe¬ 
cially  important  that  we  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity 
when  file  door  opens  to  an  area 
in  the  world  that  nas  been  closed 
in  the  past.  Ukraine  is  one  those 
areas  that  is  now  open  and  is 
hungry  for  the  Lord.  sang  with  them,  and  gave  testi- 

It  was  my  privilege  to  spend  a  monies.  The  best  part  of  our  job 
month  in  Ukraine  with  three  was  just  to  love  those  children, 
other  students  from  Baptist-affili-  We  wanted  them  to  know  that 

a  ted  William  Carey  College  in  - 

Hattiesburg,  where  I  am  a  senior. 

Our  assignment  was  to  assist 

with  a  children's  camp  that  was 

held  in  two  ten-day  sessions.  The 

first  group  was  preteen  and  the 

second  group  was 

Most  of  the  people  at  the  camp 

spoke  Russian  and  a  few  also  |H&/> 

spoke  Ukrainian.  Many  of  the 

children  spoke  a  little’  English, 

but  most  of  our  communication 

was  through  an  interpreter.  :  -T*/ 

About  ""■>  children  and  vouth  AfC :9: *  ' 

repented  and  anepted  |esu<dur  ?  -  i<s 

ing  the  camps.  ^ 

We  helped  with  sports  activi-  W  '(H*  ■»  ^ 
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We  helped  with  sports  activi¬ 
ties,  went  to  the  beach  with  the 
children,  supplied  some  of  their 
crafts,  and  just  did  whatever  they 
were  doing.  In  the  evening  wor¬ 
ship  time  we  presented  skits. 


Sullivan  is  a  full-time  student  at 
William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg  arid  a  Mississippi 
Service  Corps  volunteer. 


Sullivan  on  a  recent  mission  trip  to  Ukraine 


November  23,  2000 


New  missionaries  appointed  in  Portland 


PORTLAND,  Ore.  (BP)  —  missionaries  often  stayed.  seven  missionary 

Just  being  around  international  "God  put  a  love  for  missions  apprentices  also  par- 
missionaries  can  be  vocational-  in  my  heart  through  their  sto-  hcipated  in  the  service, 
ly  contagious.  ries  and  testimonies,"  she  says.  (Apprentices  lack  the 

Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  Bannert,  too,  was  appointed  experience  required 
one  International  Mission  Nov.  7,  in  Portland.  She  and  for  career  missionary 

Board  (IMB)  trustee  from  a  pio-  her  husband,  Karl,  will  serve  appointment  and  are 

neer  state.  For  the  past  three  in  Bosnia.  sent  overseas  for  three 

years,  this  trustee  has  helped  Such  exposure  to  missionaries  years  to  gain  on-the- 

write  policy  and  voted  on  bud-  is  one  of  tne  numerous  reasons  job  training.) 

gets  and  other  matters  for  _  why  the  IMB_ holds  appointment  While  Americans 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  services  for  i 
missionaries  serving  overseas.  various  part 

After  attending  20  missionary  two  months 
appointment  services  in  whicn  coast  to  coast 
she  voted  to  send  hundreds  of  different  are 
others  overseas,  the  trustee  and  board  pn 
her  husband  were  appointed  Baptists  an  o] 
Nov.  7  in  Portland,  Ore.,  to  serve  out  and  touc 
among  a  people  group  with  little  On  the  ni 
or  no  access  to  the  good  news  of  Nov.  7  eh 
salvation  in  Christ.  appointed  3; 

Then  there's  Julie  Bannert  in  the  open 
from  Texas.  She  grew  up  in  a  Northwest  1 
pastor's  home  in  which  visiting  in  Portland, 


BAPTISTS 


tial  election.  North¬ 
west  Baptists  turned 


out  in  record  numbers  R  V.*.’.  YiST-'1 
the 

appointment  service,  TESTIFY  —  Al  and  Carolyn  Hoopes  of 
which  included  yet  Celebration  Church  in  Euless,  Texas,  testify 

another  of  their  own  about  how  God  called  them  to  overseas 

for  missionary  service  missions.  They  will  help  craft  strategies  for 
overseas.  taking  tl 

In  the  service,  audi-  people  g 
ence  members  by  Sand^ 

watched  as  one  of 
their  own  became  the  151st  per¬ 
son  sent  overseas  from  the 
Northwest  Baptist  Convention, 
often  thought  of  as  a  pioneer 
region  outside  more  traditional 
Southern  Baptist  locales.  The 
new  missionary  will  serve  in  an 
area  where  traditional  mission¬ 
aries  are  not  welcome. 

Audience  members  beamed 
with  joy  at  sending  yet  another 
of  their  number  overseas.  To 
find  a  facility  large  enough  to 
hold  the  crowd,  estimated  at 
1,900,  a  large  nondenomina- 
tional  church  in  the  area  was 
rented  for  the  services. 

Another  new  missionary, 

Diane  Marsh,  linked  serving  in 
a  pioneer  area  in  the  United 
States  with  serving  overseas. 

"Twenty  years  ago  I  served 
as  a  summer  missionary  to  the 

Northwest  to  capture  for  themselves  the  love  God  has  for  the  Northwest  Baptist  Convention," 
world's  people  groups  —  and  respond  in  obedience  to  Him.  During  she  told  the  audience.  "During 
the  invitation  that  closed  the  service,  International  Mission  Board  that  summer,  God  made  clear  to 
staff  members  counseled  people  who  wanted  to  follow  wherever  me  that  I  was  to  teach. 

^Content  in  this  career,  just  16 
months  ago  I  had  no  idea  what 
the  Lord  had  in  store.  Then  one 
day  in  the  middle  of  a  crowd  of 
thousands,  God  spoke  quietly  to 
my  heart  and  called  me  to  full¬ 
time  service  in  missions. 

"Knowing  that  I  had  no 
choice  but  to  follow  his  lead 
wholeheartedly,  I  did  wonder 
how  he  would  use  me  overseas. 
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He  responded  that  he  would 
use  me  overseas  in  the  same 
way  he  uses  me  here." 

Marsh  was  appointed  to 
serve  in  education  in  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe. 

"Your  task  is  to  proclaim  the 
gospel  in  life  and  witness,"  IMB 
president  Jerry  Rankin  told  them. 


November  23,  2000 
Vol.  124 
No.  41 


Prayer  meeting  erupts 

TALLAHASSEE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Dozens  of  Christians  from 
across  the  city  spontaneously  gathered  at  the  state  capitol 
Thursday  night  to  pray  for  tne  nation,  the  two  presidential 
candidates,  and  judges  who  could  decide  the  fate  of  the 
2000  presidential  election.  Jerry  Garrard,  senior  pastor  of 
Celebration  Church  and  a  past  president  of  the  Florida 
Baptist  Convention,  told  Baptist  Press  the  prayer  meeting 
developed  following  a  Promise  Keepers  event  in  downtown 
Tallahassee  at  First  Church.  "After  the  meeting  was  over, 
many  of  us  got  together  and  felt  the  Lord  leading  us  to  go 
and  pray  at  the  state  capitol,"  Garrard  said.  "Once  we  got  to 
the  capitol  plaza,  a  group  of  ladies  walked  up  to  us  and  said 
that  God  had  told  them  to  come  to  Tallahassee  and  pray  for 
the  city."  While  praying  in  the  darkness  and  mist,  Garrard 
said  even  more  people  came.  "It  turned  out  to  be  just  a 
sweet  time  of  prayer,"  he  said. 

Garrard  said  Southern  Baptists  and  other  evangelical 
churches  in  Tallahassee  have  stepped  up  their  prayer  efforts 
since  the  election  crisis  began  on  Nov.  o.  "People  are  aware 
that  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,"  he  said.  "We  have  been 
driven  to  our  knees  and  prayer  closets  and  now  we  are 
being  driven  to  conduct  public  prayer  meetings.  This  is 
more  than  just  about  a  vote.  This  is  about  the  spiritual 
health  of  our  nation."  More  Christians  are  expected  to  meet 
Friday  afternoon  in  a  gathering  called  by  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  group  of  pastors  and  clergy.  The  non-partisan,  non¬ 
political  event  is  designed  to  bring  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  together  for  a  time  of  prayer,  Garrard  said. 


SENT  OUT  —  Barry  and 
Lisa  Swanson  of  Tyler,  Texas, 
accept  congratulations  from 
Jerry  Rankin,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board,  after  their 
appointment  Nov.  7  as 
Southern  Baptist  representa¬ 
tives  to  Scotland.  (BP  photo  by 
Sandy  King) 


The  merger  of  Benton  and  Tippah  Associations  in  north  Mississippi 
becomes  a  reality  when  the  two  associations  voted  to  become  one.  Bill 
McCreary,  who  will  serve  as  associational  director  of  the  new  group, 
called  the  merger  "a  positive  step  forward  for  the  work  of  our  Lord." 


A  record  1,422  messengers  attend  the  1980  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  After  voting  down  a  substitute  motion  that 
would  have  allowed  Clarke  College  in  Newton  to  move  to  senior  college  sta¬ 
tus,  they  approve  the  merging  of  Clarke  with  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton. 


Purser  Hewitt,  managing  editor  of  the  Clarion-Ledger  newspaper  in 
Jackson,  is  elected  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Hewitt 
tells  the  messengers,  "My  complete  unworthiness  makes  deeper  my 
appreciation  of  the  honor  you  have  paid  me." 
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Miss.  CBF  elects  Allison  as  new  moderator 


-  .  _ — ; -  CBF  Global  Missions,  expressed  appreci- 

Lation  for  what  MCBF  is  doing  to  support 
global  missions,  and  pledged  the  support 
of  his  office  in  partnership  with  MCBF. 

He  presented  a  check  for  $6,250  as  the 
first  installment  of  a  two-year  commit¬ 
ment  by  CBF  Global  Missions  to  support 
missions  projects  in  three  counties  in  the 
Mississippi  Delta  which  rank  among  the 
20  poorest  counties  in  America. 

_ _ |  Richard  Brogan,  Mississippi  missions 

I1,-,  A  consultant  for  MCBF,  accepted  the  check 

and  challenged  Mississippians  to  serve 
'  as  volunteers  in  monthly  CBF  missions 

projects  in  the  Delta,  on  the  third 
>  Saturday  of  each  month  starting  in 

1 January  2001. 

198!?  ■'  Workshop  sessions  were  led  by  seven 

Mississippians  who  spent  their  summer 
Baucom  teaching  English  in  China:  Will  Carter, 

director  of  the  CBF-supported  Friends  of 
:or  12  years,  they  were  mis-  New  Churches;  John  Landrum,  CBF- 
fest  Africa  under  the  SBC  endorsed  chaplain  to  casino  employees 
lission  Board.  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast;  and 

obbi  Francovich,  CBF  glob-  Baucom. 

who  work  with  the  Banjara  About  100  Mississippians  attended  the 
India,  thanked  Mississippi  assembly.  The  meeting  concluded  with  a 
Baptists  for  their  prayers  and  financial  sup-  communion  service  on  the  Gulfshore 
port.  Mississippi  CBF  has  "adopted"  five  Assembly  pier. 


By  Jim  Newton 


The  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  of 
Mississippi  (MCBF)  elected  Jane  Allison  of 
Hattiesburg  as  its  new  moderator  and 
heard  the  moderator-elect  for  the  national 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF) 

■  warn  that  the  fellowship 
needs  a  new  organizational 
structure  for  the  21st  century 
during  the  Oct.  27-28  MCBF 
Fall  Assembly  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian. 

Keynote  speaker  James 
Baucom,  pastor  of  Riverside 


Church  in  Lynchburg, 

Virginia,  said  that  the  cur- 

rent  CBF  organizational 
structure  is  not  adequate. 

"From  an  organizational 
perspective,  CBF  looks  an  Paris,  France.  F 
awful  lot  like  SBC-  (Southern  sionaries  to  W 
Baptist  Convention),"  International  V 
Baucom  observed.  James  and  R 

He  explained  that  CBF  was  al  missionaries 
organized  in  1992  by  former  Gypsies  in 
leaders  of  the  SBC  who  based  ~ 
the  organizational  structure 
on  Baptist  principles  and  tra-  missionary 
ditions  of  the  20th  century. 

"Our  values  are  deeply  buried 
in  our  processes  ana  oreaniza- 


their  prayi 
isippi  CBF 


’  ‘couples  _ 

who  work  with  the  ^ 
gypsy  people  in  differ- 
ent  parts  of  the  world. 

There  are  20  million 

Banjara  gypies  in  India  -■# 

of  the  21st  century  until  we  are  willing  to  with  their  own  distinc- 

five  up  the  traditions  of  the  20th  century,"  tive  culture  and  lan- ^  a  _j..  N 

aucom  said.  guage.  Since  most  of 

He  said  Baptists  need  to  ask  themselves  them  cannot  read  or 
two  key  questions  w  hen  facing  change:  write,  the  Francoviches  'v' 

"What  do  we  believe?"  and  "What  do  we  are  using  audio  visual 

value?"  Whatever  organizational  struc-  materials  and  story  *“■ ( 

ture  is  developed  in  the  future  for  CBF  telling  to  communicate  M 

needs  to  "flow  out  of  our  values  and  the  gospel,  and  are  ,  |j| 

beliefs,"  he  said.  training  young  Banjara  -£*  3 

The  theme  for  the  assembly  was  "The  men  to  reach  their  own  S 

Church  in  the  21st  century."  people  through  a  school  J®p 

In  addition  to  Allison,  tne  assembly  elect-  of  evangelism  and  semi-  M| 

ed  Steve  Street,  bivocational  pastor  of  nar\'.  Their  ministry  also 

Rivercrest  Fellowship  in  Madison,  as  mod-  includes  medical  clinics, 

erator-elect  to  serve  in  2001-02.  Ken  Redford  economic  development,  JOINING  TOGETHER  —  Linda  McComb  of  Clinton  (left)  and 

of  Clinton  is  the  out-going  moderator.  and  job  training  pro-  Jim  Baucom  (center)  pastor  of  Riverside  Church  in  Lynchburg, 

The  assembly  commissioned  a  grams.  Virginia,  serve  communion  to  Ken  Redford  of  Clinton,  outgoing 

Mississippi  couple  from  Long  Beach,  Tom  Ogburn,  who  moderator  of  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
Michael  and  Lynn  Hutchinson,  as  global  coordinates  the  Adopt-  (CBF),  on  the  pier  of  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  during 
missionaries  to  work  with  internationals  in  A-People  program  for  the  recent  state  CBF  Fall  Assembly.  (Photo  by  Jim  Newton) 


MISSIONS  GIFT  —  Tom 
Ogburn  (right),  associate  coor¬ 
dinator  of  global  missions  for 
the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  (CBF),  presents  a 
check  for  $6,250  to  support 
Mississippi  missions  to 
Richard  Brogan,  state  missions 
consultant  for  Mississippi  CBF, 
during  the  state  CBF  Fall 
Assembly  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  f?ass  Christian, 
(Photo  by  Jim  Newton) 


Sermon  fueled  vet's  Bataan  Death  March  memoir 


BOLTVAR,  Mo.  (BP)  —  John  in  1994  —  the  50th  anniversary  .  -  However,  one  thing  never  ly  moved  back  to  Bolivar  to 

Playter  has  learned  to  live  one  of  his  escape  from  the  Japanese,  changed  —  his  faith  in  God.  operate  a  family  farm.  They  had 

day  at  a  time.  He  learned  it  the  Now  his  story  is  out  for  all  to  His  and  the  other  soldiers'  two  daughters.  He  retired  in 

hard  way,  barely  escaping  read.  His  personal  memoir,  loyalty  to  their  country  never  1986  after  25  years  as  city  engi- 

death  from  one  day  to  the  next  "Survivor,"  published  by  faltered,  either.  "One  of  the  neer.  Charlene  died  in  1983. 

during  the  Bataan  Death  March  Southwest  Baptist  University,  moments  I  remember  most  is  in  His  account  might  never 

and  in  a  Japanese  slave  labor  (SBU)  Bolivar,  is  available  the  barracks  after  coming  in  have  been  known  if  it  hadn't 

I  camp  in  the  through  the  SBU  bookstore.  from  the  rice  fields,  when  a  sol-  been  for  a  sermon  on  forgive- 

Philippines  Playter  was  one  of  83  sur-  dier  pulled  out  an  American  ness  preached  by  Ray 
during  World  vivors  who  swam  to  shore  after  flag.  It  was  a  very  moving  Leininger,  pastor  of  First 

War  II.  Americans  torpedoed  the  experience  to  see  the  flag  after  Church,  Bolivar. 

His  story  Japanese  ship  Shinyo  Maru  car-  oruy  seeing  the  Japanese  flag  "That  sermon  on  forgiveness 

is  one  of  pain  ryrng  him  and  hundreds  of  other  for  so  long.  It  was  a  tearful  made  me  realize  that  I  could 
and  despair,  prisoners  from  die  Philippines  to  moment  for  us."  not  continue  to  hate  the 

but  also  a  Japan  in  August  1944.  After  escaping  death  on  the  Japanese  and  love  our  Lord," 

story  of  for-  He  had  been  in  captivity  Japanese  ship,  Playter  returned  he  recalled, 

giveness.  since  April  1942  —  captivity  home  to  Missouri  where  he  was  "Fifty  years  later,  I  have  for- 

Playter,  a  that  included  seeing  comrades  placed  in  a  military  hospital  in  given  the  Japanese  for  what 
member  of  severely  beaten  or  killed  by  Springfield.  It  was  there  ne  met  tney  did  to  me.  I  was  so  bitter 
First  Church,  Japanese  soldiers  while  march-  tne  woman  who  would  become  within  for  all  those  years,  but  I 
Bolivar,  Mo.,  ing  for  several  days  on  what  his  wife,  Charlene.  didn't  really  concentrate  on  it. 

told  his  sur-  became  known  as  the  Bataan  They  married  in  October  It  hasn't  been  easy  to  tell  my 
vival  story  Death  March.  Captivity  that  1945.  He  worked  with  the  story." 

for  the  first  forced  him  to  labor  in  rice  Army  in  Springfield  until  Flis  book  sells  for  $12.81  (tax 
time  during  fields,  sleep  with  bugs  crawling  November  1945  before  moving  included)  plus  $6  shipping  and 
Bolivar's  July  on  his  body,  suffer  several  near-  to  New  Mexico  and  picking  up  handling.  It  can  be  ordered  by 
4  Celebration  death  bouts  of  malaria,  dysen-  his  original  career  in  geology.  calling  the  SBU  bookstore  at 
of  Freedom  tery,  and  starvation.  John  and  Charlene  eventual-  (41 7)  328-1530. 


Playter 
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1000-plus  Acteens  Activators  share  Christ 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 

More  than  1,000  Acteens 
Activators  and  Acteens 
Activators  Abroad  will  never 
forget  Puerto  Rico,  Brazil, 

England,  Australia,  Charleston, 

S.C,  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
the  24  other  sites  where  they 
went  to  volunteer  during  this 
past  summer. 

Acteens  Activators  and 
Acteens  Activators  Abroad  are 
favorites  with  teenaged  girls 
involved  in  Acteens,  the  organi¬ 
zation  for  girls  in  grades  seven 
through  12  sponsored  by 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU).  The  volunteer  pro¬ 
grams  allow  the  teens  to  nave 
hands-on  experience  in  mis¬ 
sions  in  the  States  and  overseas. 

Through  WMU's  Volunteer 
Connection,  Activator  groups 

are  matched  with  a  North  — - .  -  _ 

American  or  international  mis-  CHARLESTON  OUTREACH —  Jack  Little  spends  his  summer  minister- 
sionary  who  needs  the  kind  of  ing  to  children  and  adults  through  Charleston  Outreach,  a  ministry  of 


but  as  the  week  progressed, 

I  watched  shy,  rookie 
Acteens  Activators  grow 
into  bold  witnesses,  com¬ 
pelled  to  share  God's  love." 

On  the  praverwalk,  their 
witnessing  tool  was  a  box  of 
snack  cakes.  The  cakes  were 
given  to  people  they  met 
along  the  way  as  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  God's  love.  Joiner 
■recalled  the  bold  witness  of 
her  Acteens  as  she  watched 
them  hug  a  man  dying  with 
AIDS  and  saw  them  affirm  a 
young  girl's  faith  as  she 
stood  in  front  of  the  crack 
house  singing,  "My  God  Is 
an  Awesome  God.' 

Many  Alabama  Acteens 
will  tell  you  that  of  all  the 
mission  trips  they  partici¬ 
pate  in.  Activators  is  the 

_  Dest  because  they  do  the 

American  or  international  mis-  CHARLESTON  OUTREACH —  Jack  Little  spends  his  summer  minister-^planning  and  the  work, 
sionary  who  needs  the  kind  of  ing  to  children  and  adults  through  Charleston  Outreach,  a  ministry  of  McIntosh  said.  They  are 
ministry  the  Acteens  group  can  Charleston  (S.C.)  Baptist  Association.  Over  2000  volunteers,  including  1 70  willing  to  put  in  the  50 
provide.  Each  Activator  team  is  Acteens  Activators,  worked  with  him  during  the  summer  of  2000  in  a  vari-  hours  of  training  because 
connected  with  a  local  supervi-  ety  of  missions  projects.  (Photo  by  WMU  staff)  it's  worth  it." 

sor  who  gives  the  specific  mis - < - — - 7 — ; - ~  Acteens  Activators  are 

sions  assignment  and  handles  arrange-  of  Charleston  Baptist  Association.  During  required  to  have  at  least  50  hours  of  tram- 
ments  directly  from  the  mission  site.  the  last  week  of  June,  Acteens  contacted  ing  before  going  to  their  mission  field.  The 

During  the  past  summer,1  94  Acteens  2,337  people  and  witnessed  153  professions  benefit  is  twofold:  the  missionaries  can  be 
Activator  teams,  totaling  1,040  teens  and  of  faith.  confident  that  what  they  ask  of  the  team 

leaders  from  21  states  connected  with  mis-  Alabama  WMU  youth  and  missions  will  be  done  well,  and  the  Acteens 
sionaries  to  do  migrant  camps,  hospitality  ministry  consultant  Candice  McIntosh  Activators  leave  the  mission  field  confi- 
missions,  construction  and  home  repair,  attended  the  Charleston  event  with  the  dent  in  their  abilities  and  have  witnessed 
Vacation  Bible  School,  resort  ministries,  or  Acteens  Activators  from  First  Church,  God  at  work  through  their  efforts  of  per- 


sions  assignment  and  handles  arrange¬ 
ments  directly  from  the  mission  site. 

During  the  past  summer,1 94  Acteens 
Activator  teams,  totaling  1,040  teens  and 
leaders  from  21  states  connected  with  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  do  migrant  camps,  hospitality 
missions,  construction  and  home  repair. 
Vacation  Bible  School,  resort  ministries,  or 
whatever  was  needed  to  help  the  mission¬ 
aries.  Tennessee  and  Alabama  led  the  states 
in  the  total  number  of  teams  with  18  and 
14,  respectively. 

One  of  the  most  Ajcpncentra  ted  efforts 
was  in  Charleston,  S.c!t where  170  Acteens 
served  as  volunteers  for  the  National 
Acteens  Activators  Event  2000,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Charleston  Outreach,  a  ministry 


How  Much  People 
are  Worth 


-  Acteens  Activators  are 

required  to  have  at  least  50  hours  of  train¬ 
ing  before  going  to  their  mission  field.  The 
benefit  is  twofold:  the  missionaries  can  be 
confident  that  what  they  ask  of  the  team 
will  be  done  well,  and  the  Acteens 
Activators  leave  the  mission  field  confi¬ 
dent  in  their  abilities  and  have  witnessed 
God  at  work  through  their  efforts  of  per- 


Columbiana,  Ala.,  along  with  their  leader,  sonal  evangelism  and  ministry. 


Barbara  Joiner. 

"The  Charleston  workers  were  impressed 
with  the  girls'  ready-to-work  attitude  and 
their  sense  of  knowing  what  God  wanted 
them  to  do,"  McIntosh  reported. 

McIntosh  described  the  Columbiana 
Activators  as  shy  and  insecure  as  they 
began  their  week's  prayerwalk  assignment. 


I  suppose  we  ought  to  be 
used  to  these  things,  out  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  amazed  at  how 
much  people  are  worth. 

You've  seen  the  list  that 
comes  out  every  so  often,  declar¬ 
ing  people's  net  worth.  There  at 
the  top  of  the  list  of  the  richest 
people  in  America  is  Bill  Gates 
followed  by  a  long  list  of  billion¬ 
aires  and  multi-billionaires  who 
have  made  gazillions  of  dollars 
in  oil,  industry,  merchandising, 
or  in  the  dotcom  world. 

For  most  of  us  it  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  even  think  about  that 
kind  of  wealth.  Then,  I  pick  up 
the  sports  page  of  the  paper 
and  read  where  some  ballplay¬ 
er  is  getting  paid  ten,  twenty,  or 
thirty  million  dollars  a  year  for 
his  athletic  skills  and  it  causes 
me  to  just  shake  my  head! 

Are  folks  really  worth  that 
much?  The  response  usually 
given  by  agents  or  commenta¬ 
tors  is  that  "people  are  worth 
whatever  they  can  get."  Maybe, 
maybe  not! 

I  got  to  thinking  about  how 
much  people  are  really  worth., 
when  I  saw  that  on  November 
8, 2000,  one  Picasso  picture  sold 
at  auction  for  $55  million.  One 
piece  of  canvas  that  one  man 
put  some  paint  on  sold  for  a 


November  23, 2000- 


‘DirectiM  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


record  amount  of  $55  million. 

That  is  a  bunch  of  money! 
Now,  I  am  not  anti-art,  or  anti- 
Picasso;  in  fact,  I  thought  about 
buying  me  a  brush  and  a  piece 
of  canvas  and  giving  it  a  tty.  I 
have  seen  some  of  the  paintings 
that  Picasso  has  done  and 
frankly  they  look  like  some¬ 
thing  I  might  have  painted. 

Fifty-five  million  dollars  is 
not  a  bad  day's  work  for  spread¬ 
ing  some  pamt  on  a  surface  and 
then  it  hit  me.  While  I  am  sure 
that  Mr.  Picasso  would  be  proud 
of  such  a  payday,  he  has  long 
since  been  dead,  and  the  words 
of  Jesus  came  into  focus,  "What 
shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  should 
gain  the  whole  world  and  lose 
nis  own  soul?" 

I  thought,  if  you  just  turn 
back  the  pages  of  history  a 
decade  how  many  of  the  people 
who  appeared  on  the  list  of 
Americans  richest  individuals 
are  now  gone? 


If  you  turn  back  the  pages  of 
history  two  decades  you  would 
find  most  of  them  are  no  longer 
alive.  Turn  back  three  decades 
and  probably  none  of  them  are 
still  living.  Just  like  everyone 
else,  rich  or  poor,  they  die. 

So  how  much  is  a  person 
worth?  God  did  not  leave  us 
wondering  about  our  worth.  He  • 
told  us  in  no  uncertain  terms 
what  our  value  is.  Jesus  said,  in 
Mark  8,  that  we  are  worth  more 
than  the  total  world. 

Think  about  that.  If  you 
combined  everything  that  you 
thought  was  of  value  —  all  of 
the  gold,  diamonds,  jewels, 
cars,  Duildings,  and  clothes  — 
include  all  of  those  things  that 
bring  prestige  and  honor,  posi¬ 
tion  and  power,  and  if  you 
gained  it  ALL,  it  would  not  be 
worth  YOU! 

A  more  graphic  picture  of 
what  you  are  worth  would  be 
to  stop  and  look  at  the  cross  of 


♦ 


Jack  Little,  director  of  Charleston 
Outreach,  worked  with  more  than  2000 
volunteers  this  summer.  He  said  he  was 
especially  pleased  with  Activators  because 
of  the  diligence  they  showed. 

For  more  information  about  Acteens 
Activators,  contact  Delane  Tew  at  (205)  991- 
4097  or  email  volconnection@wmu.org. 


Jesus.  When  you  survey  the 
wondrous  cross  on  which  the 
Prince  of  Glory  died,  you  are 
looking  at  what  God  says  you 
are  worth. 

The  Scripture  says  in 
Romans  5:o,-  "God  com- 
mendeth  his  love  towards  us, 
in  that  while  we  were  yet  sin¬ 
ners,  Christ  died  for  us."  God 
thinks  you  are  valuable  enough 
to  give  his  precious  and  only 
begotten  Son  to  die  on  a  cross. 

it  is  hard  to  comprehend  that 
Jesus  gave  his  life  for  us:  the 
innocent  for  the  guilty;  the 
undeserving  to  die,  giving  his 
life  for  us  who  deserved  death 
many  times  over;  the  sinless  for 
the  sin-laden;  and  the  King  for 
the  paupers. 

Just  meditate  on  this:  You 
may  never  paint  a  picture 
worth  $55  million;  you  may 
never  sign  a  sports  contract  that 
would  have  bunches  of  zeros  at 
the  end;  and  you  may  not  make 
investments  that  have  returns 
in  the  billions  —  but  if  you  did 
and  you  put  all  those  together, 
you  would  need  to  listen  to 
God  say,  'To  me,  you  are  worth 
more  than  that!" 

That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  it  only  makes  good  sense 
that  you  would  listen  to  and 
follow;  someone  who  cares  for 
you  so  much  and  truly  gives 
worth  to  life. 


-The  Baptist  Record 


Homosexuals 

pressure 

Catholics 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
same  homosexual  group  that 
protested  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  June  has 
gotten  a  frosty  reaction  from 
the  Catholic  League  for 
Religious  and  Civil  Rights  for 
protesting  at  the  Nov.  12-16 
meeting  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  in  Washington. 

Commenting  on  the  action 
by  Soulforce,  Catholic  League 
President  William  Donohue 
stated  that  the  homosexual 
group  is  using  "the  politics  of 
intimidation  ...  to  get  Catholics 
and  Protestants  to  recognize 
the  legitimacy  of  sodomy." 

Donohue  cited  an  open  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Catholic  bishops 
released  Nov.  9  by  Soulforce, 
along  with  Dignity/USA,  a 
Catholic  fringe  group,  and 
Equal  Partners  in  Faith,  led  by 
an  individual  who  describes 
himself  as  an  ordained 
Southern  Baptist  minister. 
Soulforce's  leader,  Mel  White, 
is  a  former  ghostwriter  for  Jerry 
Falwell  and  other  evangelicals. 

The  open  letter  stated  in 
part  that  the  Catholic  Church's 
teachings  on  "sexual  minori¬ 
ties  lead  to  suffering  and 
death  for  our  lesbian,  gay, 
bisexual,  and  transgender  sis¬ 
ters  and  brothers." 

"They  actually  believe  this," 
Donohue  said  in  a  Nov.  10 
news  release.  "Soulforce  is 
wrong,"  he  continued.  "Here's 
why:  Leather  Fest  2000  is  now 
being  held  at  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community  Services 
Center  in  New  York  City  cele¬ 
brating  '20  years  of  pain  and 
pleasure'  by  holding  work¬ 
shops  on  'rope  bondage, 
mummification,  fisting,  flog¬ 
ging,  and  others.' 

"In  short,  this  is  what  kills 
gays,  not  talks  on  abstinence," 
Donohue  stated.  "And  to  top  it 
off,  on  Oct.  20,  HUD  Secretary 
Andrew  Cuomo  gave  the  cen¬ 
ter  a  check  for  $75,000.  Now  if 
Soulforce  were  rational,  they 
would  be  protesting  the  center 
and  Secretary  Cuomo,  not  the 
bishops." 


Ludlow  Church,  Scott 

Association,  held  a  recogni¬ 
tion  service  on  Nov.  12  for 
GAs,  Acteens,  and  RAs.  GAs 
(pictured,  front  row,  from  left) 
are  Shelby  Horn,  Samantha 
Fitzhugh,  Haley  Allen,  Shelby 
Howard,  and  Kim  Patterson; 
(back  row)  Kari  Horne,  Amy 
Moore,  Brandi  Callahan, 
Anna  Crapps,  and  Kathy 
Allen,  leader. 

Acteens  (pictured,  from 
left)  are  Melissa  Denson, 
Shannon  Seaney,  and  Lynn 
Seaney,  leaders;  and  Cleary 
Renfrow;  (back  row)  Brandi 
Patterson,  Crystal  Hughes, 
Diane  Scott,  Tina  Bishop,  and 
Joyce  Johnson. 

RAs  (pictured,  from  left)  are 
Brandon  Graves,  Steven  Ray, 
Dillion  Baff,  Shaun  Seaney, 
Velton  McMillian,  and  Adam 
Denson;  (back  row)  David 
Allen  and  Jim  Denson,  leaders. 


First  Church,  Pearl,  will 
present  TRUTH  in  concert  on 
Wed.,  Nov.  29  at  7  p.m.  The 
group  will  present  contempo¬ 
rary  arrangements  of  tradi¬ 
tional  Christmas  songs  as  well 
as  new  music  composed 
specifically  for  this  season  of 
tne  year.  Call  (601)  939-4476 
for  free  tickets  and  additional 
information. 


The  children's  choir  of 
Antioch  Church,  Brandon, 

will  present  their  Christmas 
program  on  Dec.  10  at  6  p.m. 
They  will  present  "Free  Gift." 
Renea  Rhodes  and  Penny 
Carter  serve  as  children  s 
choir  directors.  The  youth  and 
adult  choirs  will  present 
"Christmas  2000  Years  Ago" 
on  Dec.  17  at  6  p.m. 


Acteens  of  Ludlow  Church,  Scott  Association 


RAs  of  Ludlow  Church,  Scott  Association 


GAs  of  Ludlow  Church,  Scott  Association 


GAs  of  Cherry  Creek  Church,  Pontotoc 


Staff  change 

David  Waites  Jr.  of  Bailey  has 
been  called  as  pastor  to  Antioch 
Church,  Brandon,  effective  Dec. 
1 .  Anthony  Kay  of  Clinton  has 
served  as  interim. 


GAs  at  Cherry  Creek 
Church,  Pontotoc,  received 
awards  on  Oct.  29.  GAs  receiv¬ 
ing  award  were  (from  left) 
Amber  Dillard,  Amber  Lewis, 
Lauren  Ann  McLaughlin,  and 
Katie  Robbins. 


Oakland  Church,  Corinth, 

recently  sponsored  a  special 
men's  outreach  event, 
Hunters'expo  2000,  at  Corinth's 
Crossroads  Arena.  The  expo 
included  over  40  different 
exhibitors  displaying  various 
hunting  product^- and  equip¬ 
ment.  The  evening  also  includ¬ 
ed  seminars /testimonies  given 
by  David  Fortenberiy  and  Gene 
Hoyt  of  Outdoor  Evangelism 
Association  in  Amite,  La.  There 
were  more  than  800  in  atten¬ 
dance  with  over  50  commit¬ 
ments  registered. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of 

crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  • 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising, 
include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY 

WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED 


First  Church,  Oxford,  held  ground  breaking  services  on  Oct.  29  for  an  education  building  at  a  cost  of 
$5.3  million.  Pictured  are  Tom  Atwood,  pastor;  Robert  Allen,  administration/minister  of  education;  Larry 
McAlexander,  contractor;  Bettye  Butler,  Paul  Hale,  Pat  Haley,  Tony  Jones,  Larry  Overstreet,  Syl  Moorhead, 
building  committee  members;  Omar  Craig,  attorney;  and  Jesse  P.  Phillips,  committee  chairman. 


Medical  Lift 
Chair  Rediners 


Cadillac  Chair  Corp. 
Box  422 
MS  38860 


Direct 
from  the 
Factory 
3-year 
Complete 
Warranty 


ing  and  information  call  (662)  447-3936  or 
our  website  at  www.cadillacchair.com 


CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  (601) 
948-1391.  Since  1965. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  & 
ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
GLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free 
1-877-477-1899. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman, 
MS.  (601)  776-6617. 

PIPE  ORGAN  FOR  SALE.  Three  manu¬ 
als,  twenty  ranks,  chimes,  $4000.00. 
Buyer  removes  by  December  31, 
2000.  Contact  Leon  Bedsole,  FBC 
Biloxi,  MS,  (228)  374-3310  or  (228) 
396-8500  after  Nov.  26. 


ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 

3-manual  with  drawknobs.  Six  years 
old.  Four  finished  speakers.  45  speak¬ 
ing  stops,  55  rank  equivalent.  Expander 
II  and  Smart  recorder.  Perfect  condi¬ 
tion.  $28,500.  Contact  Jim  or  Susan 
Link  @  (601)  264-2116. 

USED  CHURCH  PEWS.  Contact  Bethel 
Baptist  Church  at  (601)  587-4661. 
SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreat  or  fami¬ 
ly  vacation.  4  bedroom,  2  1/2  bath, 
screened  porch,  located  directly  on 
the  beach  at  Fort  Morgan,  AL.  Private 
subdivision.  Call  Allan  or  Linda 
Rankin  at  1-888-784-4025. 

FOR  SALE:  51  church  pews  and  pu'pit 
furniture.  Pews  are  1 3  foot  long.  Cost 
$4,995.00.  Call  (601)  763-7571. 

1998  MODEL  KNABE  6'1 "  Grand  with 
top  of  the  line  piano  disc  system. 
Superb  instrument  offered  by  private 
owner.  Ebony  finish.  $16,500  obo. 
(601)  956-7974 


November  23,  2000 


evergreen  RAs  of  Woodland  Hills 
Church,  Louisville,  Church,  Jackson,  buried  sev- 
recently  held  its  eral  items  including  notes 
awards  ceremony  from  their  parents,  newspa- 
for  GAs,  Acteens,  pers,  photographs,  RA  T- 
RAs,  and  youth  shirt,  and  other  memorabilia 
Brotherhood.  in  1990.  On  July  29,  2000,  the 

Younger  GAs  boys  dug  up  the  time  capsule 
(pictured,  from  left,  and  opened  it.  One  of  the 
front  row)  are  highlights  for  the  boys  was 
Rachael  Peeples  and  reading  the  letters  written  by 
Paulina  Vaughn;  their  parents  ten  years  earlier, 
(back  row)  Jessica  Pictured,  in  1990  before  bury- 
McDill,  Anna  Claire  ing  the  time  capsule,  are  Ryan 
Peeples,  Beth  Turman,  Scott  Watson,  Lane 

Papalambros,  Oswalt,  Billy  Carlyle,  Spencer 
Kristin  Davis,  and  Battle,  Nicholas  Little,  Scott 
Renee'  Johns,  Prather,  Jeremy  Bounds, 
teacher.  Robert  Clawson,  and  William 

Older  GAs  (pic-  Twiner;  David  Townsend, 
tured,  from  left,  front  Roger  Moore,  Mark  Meredith, 
row)  are  Ayla  ana  Mickey  Little. 

Vaughn  and  Brittany 
Stanton;  (back  row) 

Chelsea  Eaves,  Paige 
Papalambros,  and 
Alicia  Cole,  teacher. 

Acteens  (pictured, 
front  row)  are  Sarah 
Peeples  and  Courtney 
Partridge;  (back  row) 

Wanda  Reed,  teacher; 

Laura  Foster;  Kayla 
Shumaker;  Daphne 
Partridge,  teacher; 
and  Hope  McDill. 

RAs  (pictured)  are 
Michael  Johns,  Josh 


Concord  Church,  Bruce,  will  RAs  of  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson  (summer  of  1990) 

celebrate  the  completion  of  the 

fellowship  hall.  Open  house  Hillcrest  Church,  Jackson, 
will  be  Dec.  3,  2-4  p.m..  will  present  Peter  Marshall, 

evangelist  and  author, 
in  Restoring  America, 

■BBfijMSBB,,  V  V*,  ~A  on  Dec.  3  at  6  p.m.  For 
— - — Ji  additional  informa- 

■  tion,  call  the  church  at 
(601)372-0132. 


Jesus  Christ 


First  Church,  Terry, 
exceeded  its  goal  of 
$2,000  for  the  Margaret 
Lackey  Offering  for 
State  Missions  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  final  total  of 
$2,029.  The  church  also 
collected  a  total  of 
$1,000.76  on  Oct.  8  for 
World  Hunger  Day 
with  the  Rice  Bowl 
banks.  John  H.  Pace  Jr. 
RAs  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville  is  pastor. 


‘Requests  the  Mo, 
of  Jour  Presence 
in  Jieaven! 


Older  GAs  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville  Johns,  Phillip  Johns, 

13vplm  tick  her 

Cjf .11  \ >  I’kturcii 

. . Chris  Childs. 

H  Youth 

"  m  'fl  Brotherhood 

'  -  cm. .if*.  Jj  (pictured,  front 

^  .  '  Ml  row)  are  Trey 

|t  c  D  '  1 

1\  Shannon 

4  ■j^^B~  *  A  teacher 

■I”#  I  I 

^^^B  Hardy 

t  (back  row) 

Zack  Johns, 

Daniel  Cole, 

and  Joey  Reed. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(/  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(7  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(1  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  ga\e  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1 : 12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Acteens  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 


MS  Positions  Avai 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  RIDGELAND. 
CHILDREN'S  MINISTER  for  FBC  Raleigh,  a  growing  suburban  congregation 
Resumes  may  be  faxed  to  (601)  782-  prominently  located  in  one  of  the  fastest 
9124,  e-mailed  to  oln@megagate.com,  or  growing  communities  in  our  state,  is 
mailed  to  FBC  Raleigh,  P.O.  Box  249,  currently  seeking  a  full-time  Minister  of 
Raleigh,  MS  39153.  Additional  informa-  Students,  and  a  full-time  Music 
tion  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  Rev.  MinisterAVorship  Leader.  First  Baptist 

O.  Lyn  Nations  at  (601 )  782-4580  or  (601 )  Church,  Ridgeland  is  strategically  locat- 

782-9231.  _ _ _  ed  between  Highway  51  and  Interstate 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  need-  55  on  lackson  Street,  the  Gateway  to 
ed  for  First  Baptist  Church  of  Byram.  This  Ridgeland.  Great  schools,  unlimited 
is  a  fast  growing  area.  Please  send  resume  ministry  potential.  Send  resume  to 
to  First  Baptist  Church  of  Byram,  7541  applicable  search  committee,  c/o  Dr. 
Siwell  Road,  lackson,  MS  39212.  Grant  Arinder,  302  W.  Jackson  Street, 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Send  Ridgeland,  MS  391 57. 

resume  to  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  2610  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  need- 
Napoleon  Ave.,  Pearl,  MS  39208.  ed  for  growing  church  in  Natchez,  MS 

ENON  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Walthall  area.  Please  send  resume  to  Washington 
County,  is  seeking  to  fill  two  part-time  staff  Baptist  Church,  Attn:  Barbara  Davis, 
positions.  Persons  interested  in  serving  as  P.O.  Box  88,  Washington,  MS  39190. 
either  minister  of  music  or  minister  of  COUNTY  LINE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
youth  should  send  resumes  to  the  atten-  CRYSTAL  SPRINGS,  MS  is  seeking  a  part- 
tion  of  the  applicable  search  committee  time  youth  minister.  Please  contact  Tim 
and  addressed,  to:  Enon  Baptist  Church,  Myers  at  (601)  892-1531  or  contact 
1451  Hwy.  583  N.,  Jayess,  MS  39641.  Roxanne  Mack  at  (601)  892-5742  send 
FULL-TIME  PASTOR  NEEDED.  Send  your  resume  to  attn:  Roxanne  Mack, 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church  of  McClain,  County  Line  Baptist  Church,  3059  County 

P. O.  Box  69,  McLain,  MS  39456.  Line  Road,  Crystal  Springs,  MS  39059. 


Youth  Brotherhood  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 


“Adoption 


We’ve  been 
building  families 
since  1944 

For  more  information, 
call  the  office  nearest  you: 

Columbus:  662/327-6740 
Hattiesburg:  601/264-4984 
Jackson:  601/366-4282 


Every  Life  a  Promise 

November  is  National  Adoption  Month 


christian/services 

www.bethany.org 
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egg 


Outstanding  Alumnus  of  and  Florida.  Wilson  may 
the  Year  award  from  be  contacted  at  30/ 
Beth  Sartain  Allen,  chil-  Government  Street, 
dren's  minister  at  First  Tupelo,  MS  38801  or  call 
Church  in  Brandon.  (662)  842-0037. 

Barker,  a  member  of  First 

Church  in  Madison,  James  Chris  (Jim) 
received  the  recognition  Burns  was  ordained  to 
for  his  lay  leadership  the  ministry  on  Aug  13 
abilities  and  support  of  by  Ludlow  Church, 
the  Baptist  Student  Ludlow.  Burns  was 
Union  through  the  years,  called  to  pastor 


Florida  editor 
resigns  to  join 
WCC  faculty 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP) 
—  Michael  Chute,  executive 
editor  of  the  Florida  Baptist 
Witness,  has  been  named 
chair  of  the  department  of 
communications  at  Baptist- 
affiliated  William  Carey 
College  (WCC)  in  Hattiesburg, 
and  elected  to  the  faculty  rank 
of  associate  professor  of  com¬ 
munications. 

His  wife,  Katherine,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  communica¬ 
tions  at  Jacksonville  University 
in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  will  serve 
as  WCC  executive  assistant  to 
the  president  for  development 
and  external  relations. 

Chute,  50,  who  has  served 
as  Witness  editor  since  June 
1995,  came  to  Florida  from 
Oklahoma  Baptist  University 
(OBU)  in  Shawnee,  where  he 
headed  the  journalism  depart¬ 
ment  as  assistant  professor  of 
journalism.  Earlier,  he  served 
13  years  as  an  International 
Mission  Board  missionary  in 
Latin  America  and  Asia  wnere 
he  was  an  overseas  correspon¬ 
dent  and  communications 
consultant. 

Chute  earned  his  bachelor's 
degree  in  journalism  from 
OBU,  the  master's  degree  in 
communication  at  Southwest 
Missouri  State  University  in 
Springfield,  and  completed  his 
doctoral  studies  for  the  Ph.D. 
degree  in  mass  communica¬ 
tion  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg. 


Paul  Wilson  is  avail-  Walnut  Grove, 

able  to  conduct  revival  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
services,  supply  pulpits,  M.  L.  Wallace,  pastor; 
and  serve  as  interim  pas-  and  Burns, 
tor.  He  has  pastored 

churches  in  Mississippi  "f*1  ‘  Yj 


Wallace  and  Bums 


Watkins  and  Simpson 

Ken  Watkins  (left), 
director  of  Mississippi 
State  University's  (MSU)  BJsf. 
Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU),  is  joined  byB,^ 
incoming  alumni  presi-  HH 
dent  Allen  Simpson,  pas- 
tor  of  First  Church,  KmE 
Amorv,  during  recent  ■life, 
homecoming  festivities.  By  W 
BSU  alumni  honored  ■gp|f 
Watkins,  who  grew  up  in  K-  *!i  •: 


Bob  Barker  (left),  a 
1967  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State 

University,  receives  the 


Plainway  Church,  Laurel,  ordained  Ervin  Yates  and  Jeff  Seabrook 
as  deacons  on  Oct.  1 5.  Pictured  are  Yates,  Seabrook,  and  Nonnie 
Jefcoat,  pastor. 


Barker  and  Allen 


8-10,  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m.; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  period  of 
prayer  and  fasting,  followed 
by  concluding  service;  Kevin 
Meador,  evangelist;  W.  R. 


William  Carey  College 
Speech  and  Debate  Team 

(rorensics)  placed  second  over- 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 


Correction 


In  the  November  9  issue  of 
The  Baptist  Record,  Daryl 
Oster  was  incorrectly  identi¬ 
fied  as  pastor  of  Castlewoods 
Church,  Brandon.  Oster 
resigned  as  pastor  of  the 
church  in  the  Spring  of  this 
year,  and  a  pastor  search  com¬ 
mittee.  has  been  organized. 
The  incorrect  identification 
was  based  on  outdated  infor¬ 
mation  in  the  newspaper 
office.  The  Baptist  Record 
regrets  the  error. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


LifeWay  Discount 
1 5  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Since  1953 


Available  in  20'  to  37’  models 
(12  to  47  passengers.  New  <4  Used ) 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 
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12  EXPOSITIONS  OF  JAMES: 
Christianity  in  Real  Shoe  Leather 

By  Joel  C.  Gregory 

Don’t  miss  this  6-tape,  12-message  masterpiece 
of  contemporary  exposition  through  James. 
Practical,  exegetical  and  illustrated  by  a 
recognized  master  of  illustration.  $29.95 


GREGORY’S  SERMON  SYNOPSES: 

200  Sermon  Summaries  By  Joel  C.  Gregory 

Abridged  digests  of  200  messages  from  one  of 
America’s  best-loved  pulpiteers.  These  500 
word  synopses  are  a  lifetime  help  to  the 
preacher  or  Bible  teacher.  $19.95  Book  Only 


INCREDIBLE  VALUE  -  $395.00 

For  the  book  and  100  audio  tapes  of 
Dr.  Gregory  preaching  the  200  messages 
digested  in  the  book.  Hear  them  as  they 
were  preached. 

OR  COLLECT  THEM  ALL 

Book  with  40  sermons.... . . $1 19.95 

Book  with  80  sermons- . $179.95 

Book  with  120  sermons. . . — $259.95 

Book  with  160  sermons. . - . - . . . - . 4339.95 

HOLIDAY  MESSAGES 

6  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  New  Yean  Messages  from 
the  Master  Expositor  $2495 


By  check  or  money  order  throu^r  US.  Mail 
Gregory  Ministries,  1701  River  Run  Suite  702 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76107 

By  fax  with  credit  card  number  to  confidential  fax 
817-877-8870 

By  confidential  email  with  credit  card  number  to 
booktnannow@aol.com 

By  toll-free  telephone  888-774-2946  with  credit  card 
information. 

Include  $3.95  SHIPPING  AND  HANDLING. 

Rusk  orders  available  by  Federal  Express,  UPS  or  Anfrome 


Ask  for  FREE  900-Tape  Catalogue 


CARTOONS  AVAILABLE 

Editor: 

Each  year  for  the  past  six 
years  I've  done  a  series  of  car¬ 
toons  for  the  Winter  Bible 
Study  and  made  available  to 
anyone  requesting  them  (see 
cartoon  at  left). 

This  year  the  Epistle  of 
James  is  the  study.  The  cartoons 
are  now  available  and  are  free 
of  charge,  although  we  ask  for 
$2  per  set  to  reimburse  my 
church  for  the  printing  ana 
postage. 

Most  people  make  trans¬ 
parencies  of  the  cartoons  for 
use  with  an  overhead  projector, 
or  use  them  with  PowerPoint 
presentation  software. 

Joe  McKeever,  pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
P.  O.  Box  1357 
Kenner,  LA  70063 


ILL-CONCEIVED 

Editor: 

The  resolution  presented  to 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  on  November  1, 
which  instructed  messengers 
to  encourage  all  pastors  and 
churches  to  educate,  inform, 
and  discuss  the  critical  issues 
of  this  election  was  ill-con¬ 
ceived  and  ill-timed,  insomuch 
as  the  election  was  only  a  few 
days  away. 

A  real  cram  course  would 
have  been  necessary  to  imple¬ 
ment  this  resolution.  My  per¬ 
ception  of  this  resolution  was 
that  it  was  alluding  to  the  pres¬ 
idential  election  only. 

The  amendment  offered  to 
delete  this  part  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was- correct,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,  although  it  was  voted 
down. 

The  function  of  the  church  is 
to  teach  of  a  loving  and  all 
powerful  God,  the  saving  grace 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  never 
changing  truths  of  the  Bible, 
and  our  command  to  carry  the 
Gospel  to  the  world. 

If  we  instill  in  our  people 
Christian  values,  and  teach 
them  Christian  ethics,  they 
will  cariy  over  to  the  ballot 
box,  ana  our  Baptist  people 
will  vote  intelligently  and 
wisely. 

Haskel  Stringer 

Bay  Springs 


Michael’s  Watch 

-  *  ‘But  even  the  archaeyet 

s  /  Michael,  when  he  was 

Y y  \\WHy/ disputing  with  thedevih 
about  the  both)  of  Moses, 
did  not  dare  tobnrya 
-Jr  slanderous  accusation 

against  him,  but  said 
"The Lord  rebut) you  ’  -Judel.S 

Michael’s  Watch  is  a  support 
group  whose  sole  purpose  and 
mission  is  to  offer  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  support  for  those  whose 
lives  have  been  affected  by  family 
members  or  loved  ones  involved  in 
the  homosexual  lifestyle 
Michael’s  Watch  Group  meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Sunday  each  month  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville, 
Mississippi  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 
Additional  information  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  First  Baptist 
Church  In  Louisville.  Mississippi  at 
(662)  773-6246. 


APPLAUDS  COMMITTEE 

Editor: 

I  applaud  the  effort  of  our 
Resolutions  Committee  in 
regard  to  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message.  Tne  careful 
wording  of  the  resolution 
demonstrated  a  great  deal  of 
wisdom.  We  don't  need  to 
endorse  the  2000  revision  or 
the  1963  version  of  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message.  Keep  it  a 
local  church  issue.  After  all, 
that's  the  Baptist  way.  At  least 
it  used  to  be. 

I  am  greatly  concerned  that 
our  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
is  being  used  as  a  litmus  test 
for  participation  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  level.  Don't  be  surprised 
if  we  don't  have  too  mucn  rep¬ 
resentation  on  the  SBC  pro¬ 
gram  in  New  Orleans  or  in  the 
selection  process  for  SBC 
board  memoers. 

Southern  Baptists  have  been 
united  by  our  missions  empha¬ 
sis,  not  ''doctrinal  accountabili¬ 
ty."  I  hope  we  can  recover  this 
emphasis. 

We've  affirmed  the  Word  of 
God  as  our  final  authority  for 
faith  and  practice.  What  a  radi¬ 
cal  idea!  I  think  we've  shown 
greater  boldness  in  this  state¬ 
ment  than  either  confession. 
Now  let's  get  on  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  winning  Mississippi 
and  the  world  to  Jesus. 

I'm  proud  to  be  a  Mississippi 
Baptist. 

Danny  Chisholm,  pastor 

Central  Church,  Meridian 


THANKS  FOR  HELP 
Editor: 

This  is  a  warm  "thank  you" 
to  all  of  our  friends  and  fellow 
Christians,  who  sponsored, 
played  in,  or  put  together  a 
team  for  our  4th  annual 
"Retired  Ministers  Golf 
Tournament."  Some  of  you 
have  participated  all  four  (4) 
years.  There  are  no  words  to  tell 
you  how  much  that  we,  as  coor¬ 
dinators  for  this  extremely 
worthwhile  tournament, 
appreciate  each  of  you. 

We  pray  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  joy  of  those  who  receive 
the  benefit  of  this  assistance 
will  embrace  you  warmly. 

This  letter  of  appreciation  is 
to  let  each  of  you  know  that 
with  this  years  outstanding 
response,  we  have  given  the 
annuitants  $13,400.  That  brings 
the  four  year  total  to  an  amaz¬ 
ing  $40,000!!! 

Andy  Holder 

Jackson 


WHson 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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White  Oak  Church,  Neshoba 
County,  celebrates  175  years 


White  Oak  Church,  Neshoba  be  one  of  the  oldest  churches  in 
County,  celebrated  its  175th  the  state, 
anniversary  on 

Sundav,  Oct.  I . 

featured  several 

former  pastors  brea|  -3  /  W/ 

■lilt'd  in.  in  mtm  JE  R| 

and  issued  ^ 

challenges  for  the  ^^V*!***  ^ BHejl 

future.  Included 

were  Wayne  VV 1 1 II  £ 

Burkes,  Jimmy  PBmm«  in  irrisT 

Porter,  E.  C .  I  ■K£5£ lW  1  m 

Tucker,  Allen  Dees,  H>  ^^iTS| 

Tim  Robertson,  A  1 

David  Hardy,  and  L,..  •'aSTi 

current  pastor 

Larry  Smith  [ 

Representing 

one  of  the  WELCOME  —  Hal  Byars  rings  the  bell  to 


helpful.  We  real- 
local  association 
these  changes  as 
'  Duncan  said. 


Kdson,  Richard  W.  Clark. 

er  on  the  ground  followed 
the  worship  service. 

Richard  Ethridge,  president 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Historical  Commission,  pre¬ 
sented  Smith  with  a  plaaue 
commerating  the  church's 
anniversary.  Ethridge  stated 
that  according  to  records  on 
file.  White  Oak  was  shown  to 


First  CHmch,  Jackson 

I’m  afraid  my  husband  would  only  your  actions.  He  may  not  could  say  something  like,  "You 
leave  me  if  he  knew  I  lived  with  a  take  the  information  well,  but  know  dear,  this  has  really  been 
man  before  I  met  him,  but  it  looks  do  not  become  defensive  or  bothering  me  a  lot  lately  and  I 
like  the  truth  is  about  to  come  out.  attacking.  If  you  do  not  feel  wanted  to  make  sure.  So  I 
What  can  I  do?  safe  with  him  alone,  arrange  a  went  and  had  some  tests  done. 

meeting  with  a  third  party.  Here  are  the  results.  Now 

If  your  husband  is  about  to  your  pastor,  or  a  Christian  what  can  we  do?"  Listen  and 
find  out,  don't  you  think  he  Counselor.  They  can  help  deal  be  patient  with  her.  -Infertility 
would  rather  hear  it  from  you?  with  the  immediate  emotions  is  a  difficult  issue,  especially 
If  he  really  loves  you  ana  you  as  well  as  provide  accountibil-  for  women.  Seek  out  a  support 
really  love  him,  a  lot  of  the  ity  to  hold  each  of  you  to  the  group  that  can  help  with 
pain  and  guilt  can  be  con-  task  at  hand  —  wnich  is  to  answers.  Talk  with  the  doctor 
quered.*  It  sounds  as  if  your  build  a  stronger  relationship.  together.  This  ,  is  a  "couple 
values  changed  somewhere  issue"  not  just  a  "woman 

along  the  way;  spend  time  issue."  Projection  is  a  natural 

talking  about  how  that  change  My  wife  blames  me  for  our  defense  mechanism  for  sur- 
has  occurred,  rather  than  try-  infertility,  but  a  recent  test  I  had  vival.  It  has  its  base  in  fear  and 
ing  to  justify  what  happened,  done  proves  I’m  not  the  problem,  anger.  Be  patient  and  loving.  If 
Be  honest  and  answer  his  How  do  I  break  the  news  to  her?  she  gets  defensive,  step  back 
questions.  Bathe  this  in  prayer,  and  listen.  If  she  goes  up  in  her 

as  Satan  would  love  to  use  this  Speak  the  truth  in  love.  Do  voice  tone,  go  down  with 
as  a  stumbling  block  for  both  not  be  retaliatory  or  defensive,  yours.  Be  understanding,  sym- 
of  you.  Remember:  you  are  not  like  you  are  trying  to  rub  her  pathetic,  and  pray  both  for  her 
responsible  for  his  reactions,  nose  in  your  rightness.  You  and  for  your  marriage. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  fackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  In  central  Mississippi,  Ron  Mumbower  can  be  heard  from  9-10  a.m.  each  Wednesday  on  WHJT-FM  93.5. 
Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Smith  (left)  and  Ethridge  (right) 
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ually  being  restored  there  for  them  and  he  will  not  will  notice  that  when  Jesus 
because  they  have  reject  them.  The  new  covenant  gave  his  spirit  up,  the  temple 
sinned  against  God.  is  based  on  unconditional  love!  curtain  was  torn  in  two  from 
Through  Jeremiah,  As  you  may  know,  the  new  the  top  to  the  bottom  (Matt, 
the  Lord  made  it  covenant  is  made  possible  27:50-51). 

known  to  the  Israelites  through  Jesus.  Hebrews  8:13  This  was  not  a  small  cur- 

that  he  would  soon  explains  that  with  the  new  tain.  This  was  a  very  thick, 
make  another  covenant  with  covenant,  the  old  one  was  very  heavy  curtain  that  no 
31:31).  This  made  obsolete.  What  does  this  human  being  could  tear.  God 
covenant  would  not  be  like  mean  to  the  house  of  Israel?  tore  the  curtain  to  symbolize 
thepresent  one  (v.  32).  Under  the  old  covenant,  the  Jesus  as  the  mediator. 

Ine  new  covenant  required  Israelites  had  to  follow  certain  The  Israelites  no  longer  had 
four  things  which  are  out-  regulations  for  worship  in  to  go  through  a  high  priest, 
lined  in  verses  33-34.  Those  order  to  gain  forgiveness,  but  through  Jesus.  This  is  why 
,s  are:  a  charfge  of  (Some  of  these  regulations  are  we  pray  "in  Jesus  name." 
heart;  fellowship  with  God;  explained  in  Hebrews  9.)  Jesus  takes  our  requests  to 

:  the  Lord;  and  One  of  the  most  significant  God  in  the  same  way  that  the 
forgiveness  of  sins.  changes  that  occurred  with  High  Priest  took  the  requests 

God  sealed  this  promise  in  the  new  covenant  was  that  of  the  Israelites  to  God. 

such  a  beautiful  way.  He  basi-  Israelites  gained  direct  access  Isn't  it  wonderful  to  know 

w  ly,  as  cally  said  that  only  when  the  to  God  through  Jesus.  Until  that  you  and  I  can  go  to  God 

the  saying  goes,  "hind  signt  is  stars  and  moon  vanish  and  this  time,  only  the  High  Priest  personally  with  our  requests 

the  heavens  can  be  measured  was  allowed  into  the  Holy  of  and  that  he  will  never  reject 

I  am  sure  the  Israelites  would  God  reject  Israel  Holies.  He  entered  into  that  or  forsake  us? 

wanted  to  take  their  actions  because  of  what  they  had  inner  room  once  a  year  to  sac-  Cumberland  is  advertising 

back.  God  had  given  them  done  (w.  35-37).  rifice  a  lamb  for  the  sins  of  his  coordinator  for  The  Baptist  Record. 


By  Heather  Cumberland  He  thought  GodV^V 

had  given  up  on  him.  \  * 

One  summer  while  I  was  in  He  had  done  so  many 
Florida,  I  met  a  man  who  was  things  in  his  past  and  Cumberland 
struggling  with  sin.  He  had  he  Knew  that  he 
lived  a  pretty  wild  life  and  could  not  take  them  back  and 
had  contracted  HIV  as  a  that  he  would  live  with  the  them 
result  of  his  past  drug  use.  consequences  forever. 

The  more  I  got  to  know  this  Have  you  ever  done  some- 
man,  the  more  I  could  see  that  thing  you  wish  you  had  not 
he  wanted  something  differ-  done,  or  did  not  do  some- 
ent  in  his  life,  but  he  was  not  thing  that  you  wish  you  had  lined 
sure  what  it  was  or  how  he  done?  Have  you  ever  said  four  thin] 
could  get  it.  something  that  you  wish  you 

I  began  to  tell  him  about  could  take  back?  I  think  we  knowledge  of 
Jesus'  love  for  him.  This  man  all  have  regrets  in  our  past.  It 
had  just  started  going  to  would  be  so  nice  to  just  start 
church  and  he  had  a  lot  of  all  over  again  and  ao  every- 
questions.  Throughout  the  thing  right.  Unfortunatel 
summer  I  listened  to  and  the: 
answered  his  questions.  He  20/20." 
decided  that  he  wanted  to 
trust  Jesus  to  save  him  so  I  led 
him  in  prayer. 


(Jer. 


ur-  he  had  given  the  Spirit  to  the  Agrippa  in  A.D.  44;  Acts  12:1), 
by  Jewish  believers  (15:7-8).  auotea  Amos  9:11-12  indicating 

d  3  Peter  summarized  his  presen-  that  Gentiles  would  indeed  be  a 
by  stating  that  Goa"made  part  of  God's  people. 

"  i  between  us  and  The  apostles  and  elders  sent  a 

letter  to  the  believers  in  Antioch 


Explore  the  Bible 

Promoting  missions  work 

Acts  15:1-35 


God  s 

iey  to  tation  1 
isalem  no  distinction 
tself .  them,  for  hepurified  their  hearts 

:  mis-  by  faith"  (NIV;  15:9).  Paul  would  essentially  confirming  that 

sions  message  (Acts  15:7-  later  echo  this  "no  distinction"  cumcision  was  not  a  reqi 

Mosaic  Law  (15:1).  11).  In  Jerusalem,  Paul  terminology  in  his  letter  to  the  ment  for  salvation.  When  th< 

Later  we  are  informed  and  Barnabas  related  Romans  some  seven  or  eight  ter  was  read  at  Antioch 

that  the  men  who  VanHom  h°w  God  had  used  them  years  after  the  council  (Rom.  believers  were  encourj 
mission"  work.  For  some,  the  pushed  the  Mosaic  to  reach  the  Gentiles  3:22;  10:12).  (15:30-31).  Additionally,  Ji 

word  "missions"  conjures  up  the  agenda  did  so  without  apostolic  (15:4).  Even  in  the  Jerusalem  Paul's  admonition  to  Peter  in  (not  Iscariot)  and  Silas,  repre 

idea  of  sending  someone  over  authorization  (15:24).  church  a  group  of  Jewish  Galatians  2:11-21  serves  as  a  tatives  of  the  Jerusalem  chi 

r  The  insistence  on  circumci-  Christians  insisted  on  circumd-  helpful  background  for  under-  spoke  encouraging  words  tc 
is  sion  created  a  sharp  dispute  sion  and  observance  of  the  standing  Peter's  stance  at  the  Gentile  believers  as  well  (15: 

between  Paul  and  Barnabas  and  Mosaic  Law  as  requirements  of  Jerusalem  council  on  the  issue  This  episode  concludes  i 

their  "Judaizing"  opponents,  salvation  (15:5).  and  method  of  salvation.  Peter  mention  of  Paul  and  Barra 

The  church  in  Antioch  decided  Peter  decided  to  speak  in  had  struggled  with  his  own  prej-  along  with  many  others,  te 

to  send  Paul  and  Barnabas  and  favor  of  Paul  and  Barnabas.  In  udice  but  at  last  was  willing  to  ing  and  preaching  the  wor 

some  believers  from  Antioch  to  an  earlier  lesson  we  learned  let  go  of  his  past  and  let  God  the  Lord.  The  church  at  Ant 

Jerusalem  to  see  file  apostles  and  how  God  helped  Peter  to  over-  have  his  perfect  way.  How  are  had  sent  out  the  first  internal 

elders  about  the  matter  (15:2).  come  his  own  personal  preju-  Gentiles  to  be  saved?  Peter  al  missionaries.  Now  that  s 

This  special  meeting  is  called  dice  against  the  Gentiles  (see  declared,  "We  believe  it  is  church  was  vindicated  by 

"The  Jerusalem  Council"  and  it  Oct.  22  lesson;  Acts  10-11).  We  through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  mother  church  in  Jerusalem 

is  dated  around  A.D.  49.  know  that  Peter  continued  to  Jesus  that  we  are  saved,  just  as  was  being  strengthened 

Though  their  ultimate  desti-  struggle  with  the  issue  even  they  are"  (15:11).  encouraged  regularly  (15:35' 

nation  was  Jerusalem  and  the  after  Cornelius'  conversion  Strengthen  the  base  of  mis-  If  Jesus  is  the  message 

council,  Luke  relates  to  us  how  (Gal.  2:11-21).  sions  (Acts  15:30-32,  35).  telling  others  is  the  mission, 

Paul  and  Barnabas  did  "mission  Now,  in  Jerusalem,  with  all  Barnabas  and  Paul  followed  we  need  to  keep  our  1 

work"  alortg  the  way.  They  told  the  apostles  and  elders  in  atten-  Peter  as  they  presented  God's  churches  focused  and  uni 

how  the  Gentiles  had  been  con-  dance,  Peter  reflected  on  his  work  among  the  Gentiles.  James,  with  regard  to  telling  ever-br 

verted  as  they  passed  through  experience  at  Cornelius'  house  the  Lord's  half-brother  (not  to  be  ening  groups  of  people  al 

Phoenicia  and  Samaria.  Tne  and  how  he  personally  wit-  confused  with  James  Ben  saving  faith  through  Jesus  G 

"brothers"  were  very  glad  to  nessed  God  giving  the  Gentiles  Zebedee,  the  Lord's  disciple  VanHom  is  pastor  of  j 
hear  this  news  (15:3).  Thus,  Paul  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  same  way  who  was  martyred  by  Herod  Church,  Columbia. 


By  Wayne  VanHom 


there  to  do  something.  Many 
times  the  purpose  for  sending  * 
totally  forgotten.  I  define  mis¬ 
sion  work  as  the  deliberate  and 
consistent  effort  to  tell  ever- 
broadening  groups  of  people 
about  saving  faith  through  Jesus 


about  saving  faith  through  Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus  is  the  message; 
telling  others  is  the  mission. 

Talk  about  missions  work 
(Acts  15:1-3).  Originally  the 
church  was  comprised  of  Jewish 
converts.  The  success  of  Paul 
and  Barnabas'  first  missionary 
journey  (A.D.  47-48)  saw 

increasing  numbers  of  Gentiles 
becoming  part  of  the  church. 
Jewish  Christian  hardliners 
sought  to  maintain  the  "Jewish" 
nature  of  the  church,  insisting  on 
the  rite  of  circumcision  (Gen.  17) 
and  a  strict  adherence  to  the 


news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  Cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

$  News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con- 


can  be  published  one  time  only. 
9  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 

week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  stamped  envelope, 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 

be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  File  via  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 


Baptist  college  graduates  living  D.C.  dream 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  BW 
Answering  phonos.  I n>J,  7  r»r  M 

s>  heduU"-  Responding  to  the  Eftf.  ,»%-*>«%,  < 

questions  ana  concerns  of  I*  „  *•  ** 

hundreds  ot  constituents.  All  E‘4E  ~ ■««#'*»*-• 
within  walking  distance  ot  the  ■®*1  »„ 

L’.S.  Capitol  For  tour  gradu-  Ifl.  ''  "  '  **  '*>'  1 

ates  fresh  out  of  Union  fc.,|  .  ~j3r^,J ; 

L’nive rsitv,  Jackson,  lenn.,f  |  '  1  ‘ J  If*  ^ 

stuff  dreams  are  MAi#'... 

Capitol  Hill  staffers  Jav  »  . 

Bush,  Andrea  McDaniel,  Brwijjwjv  C%^’  *  f1,  ;  *‘  *; 

Jeramee  Rice,  and  Matt  "C 

Thomson  have  joined  the  ever- 

increasing  number  of  20-some-  Mjt  ^  ,  ,  V  "  ,C,  j 

things  who  descend  on  the  LI?  fjfjt.'  •.'■•••  • ,  , :  i 

offices  of  our  nation's  capitol  Elf  '•  J  ' 

each  year,  with  hopes  of  mak-  plf  ,7  “  ,  ? 

ing  a  difference  and  lea  m  i  ng  Er 7 i  ; 
something  along  the  way.  jStM,, "  ».  ,  i 

Meeting  in  the  Senate  Rules  Bl'tLr'*  .<A>-  •  •  i 

Committee  Boardroom,  they  Kfe  '  *  .  t  *  &  : 

d is,,  ussed  their  experiences  m  lr|*  ‘  *  :%pA!fSfr  i 

observing  the  relationship  ot  ■J”  '  ‘  •%*  ‘  •; 

faith  and  power.  JiJ®  <'*4 

Q.  As  s taff  on  Capitol  Hill  and 

a-  ChnHhiiK  i&»rst’/rys.  hoir  do  Efjj  -  ^  i 

ih'ii  incorporate  \nmr  faith  within  1 4 

this  political  environment1  H’f  s  •  1  Agd 

start  by  talking  about  why  each  of 

chose  to"  come  into'  politics  .•  jjg! 

and  what  you  hope  to  do.  _  ■  aate  ^1 

Matt:  I  don't  really  have  L  ,  -  ».  /R 

any  specific  reason  why  I  v  - 

wanted  to  get  into  politics.  It's  1 

always  been  something  I've  ■ dd 

been  interested  in.  I  majored  in 
political  science  and  did  a  few 

internships  over  the  summers.  CAPITOL  HILL  EXPERIENCE 


WEST  PALM  BEACH,  Fla. 
(BP)  —  An  evangelical  political 
scientist  said  apathetic  Christian 
voters  and  evangelicals  who 
vote  straight  party  lines  are  in 
danger  of  losing  their  spiritual 
voice  in  American  politics. 

"Instead  of  aligning  ourselves 
with  the  Republicans  or 
Democrats,  we  need  to  align 
ourselves  with  Christ,"  said  John 
Calhoun,  a  professor  of  history 
and  political  science  at  Palm 
Beach  Atlantic  College  and  an 
expert  in  nationalism.  "As 
Christians,  we  have  a  higher 
calling  than  being  a  Democrat 
or  a  Republican  or  even  an 
American.  We  belong  to  Christ 
and  therefore  we  should  cast 
our  votes  accordingly." 

"Christians  need  to  look  at 
the  issues  and  ask  what  the 
Christian  response  should  be," 
he  said.  "Don't  worry  about 
whether  it's  a  liberal  idea  or  a 
conservative  idea.  Be  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  suffering  of 
your  fellow  citizens. 

"Whatever  you  do," 
Calhoun  stressed,  "don't  tie 
yourself  to  one  person  or 
party." 


realize  the  amount  of  turnover 
T  1  .. ...p  that  is  here  in  Washington.  If 

^  you're  here  a  year,  you're  doing 

well.  A  lot  of  offices  don't  expect 
From  left:  Andrea  McDaniel,  Jay  their  staffers  to  stay  longer  than 
As  far  as  what  I  want  to  do,  Bush,  Jeramee  Rice  and  Matt  Thomson.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman)  six  months.  Everybody  nas  this 

I'm  starting  law  school,  and  at  - - idea  that  we  never  work  on  the  hill 

this  point,  my  goal  is  to  become  an  attorney.  —  to  show  that  I'm  living  for  something  and  that  we  get  paid  great,  but  we  could 

else  other  than  myself.  If  people  try  ana  walk  two  blocks  away  and  get  paid  much 
Jeramee:  I've  been  interested  in  politics  knock  you  down,  it's  not  an  intentional  more  than  we  do  right  now,  and  work 
since  I  was  in  high  school.  It's  one  of  those  thing  but  I  think  just  the  environment  that  shorter  hours.  Twelve-  to  fifteen-hour  days 
issues  that  transcends  all  other  subjects  —  we're  in.  .  are  not  unusual, 

people  talk  about  it  all  the  time  and  it's  a  \*  '  .- 

subject  that  everyone  has  an  opinion  on.  I'd  Q:  So  how  do  you  keep  a  positive  attitude?  Q:  Do  people  still  vote  with  conviction  ? 

really  like  to  work  in  international  relations,  '  Are  legislators  easily  swayed  by  their  particu- 

something  overseas.  I  think  I've  always  Jeramee:  I  just  know  that  I'm  not  going  lar  party? 
leaned  towards  the  chance  to  work  with  to  be  here  forever.  My  two  goals  when  I 

international  issues  and  other  cultures.  leave  here  are  to  have  people  say  he  smiled  Jeramee:  Speaking  generally,  I  think  a  lot 

a  lot  and  he's  a  nice  guy,  and  I  hope  they  of  times  votes  are  done  first  with  how  you 
Jay:  I  feel  like  public  service  is  a  higher  realize  that  it's  not  anything  that' s  me  but  truly  believe  but  also  in  recognition  for 
calling,  even  though  politicians  get  bad  rep-  the  One  who  is  living  inside  of  me.  what  your  party  needs.  If  your  party  is 

utations  a  lot  of  times.  So  far,  I  guess  I  going  to  pass  something  with  a  huge  major- 

haven't  become  jaded  by  anything  —  the  Andrea;  I've  found  that  it's  been  just  as  lty  and  it's  something  you  just  don't  agree 
people  I  have  encountered  nave  all  really  easy  for  me  to  pursue  my  walk  with  Christ  with,  then  you  can  take  the  hit  and  vote 
tried  hard  to  do  the  best  thing  for  those  who  here  because  of  the  great  church  I've  been  against  the  party.  You  definitely  have  to 
elected  them.  As  far  as  what  I  do  after  I  able  to  plug  into.  I  go  to  Capitol  Hill  Baptist  ‘  have  your  argument  for  and  against  it  at  the 
leave  Washington,  law  school  is  an  option,  and  it's  there  that  I've  found  people  who  very  onset  and  know  why  you  believe  the 
maybe  business  school.  are  involved  not  only  in  Capitol  Hill  but  way  you've  voted.  Especially  because  of  the 

other  government  agencies  and  businesses  way  news  is  communicated  now,  with  e- 
Andrea:  I  have  grown  up  watching  poli-  just  like  any  other  city.  I've  found  that  the  mail,  etc.,  you  can  be  sure  that  you're  going 

tics  with  my  family,  but  I  always  thought  people  that  I've  encountered  here  and  the  to  get  a  response  the  very  next  day. 

that  I'd  do  something  in  missions,  which  I  friends  I've  made  —  even  if  they're  not  ... 

saw  as  being  able  to  help  people  on  a  Christians  —  these  are  people  who  are  Q:  One  last  question  —  among  people  in 

macro-level.  It's  a  long  story,  but  I  think  looking  to  be  a  part  of  a  bigger  picture.  -  your  generation,  is  there  growing  interest  in 
ultimately  I  will  do  full-time  church  work.  politics? 

Though  I'm  not  doing  it  directly,  my  boss  is  Q:  It  seems  that  the  overall  perception  of 

working  on  a  macro-level  and  since  I'm  Washington  and  Congress  by  other  Christians  Jay:  I  don't  think  there  is  among  people 
part  of  nis  team.  I'm  also  part  of  the  effort  to  is  that  politicians  are  out  to  promote  themselves  our  age.  I  wish  there  would  be  because  I 
nelp  the  people  in  his  district  and  to  make  and  aren't  thinking  about  the  people  they're  rep-  think  there  are  a  lot  of  issues  that  affect  peo- 
poucy  for  the  nation  and  international  rela-  resenting.  What  ao  you  say  to  that?  pie  our  age  that  don't  get  much  coverage  or 

Hons.  It's  my  way  of  being  a  small  piece  of  attenHon oy  members  of  Congress  because 

accomplishing  significant  change.  Andrea:  I  think  that  most  of  the  con-  the  people  who  are  calling  in  are  middle- 

gressmen  are  here  for  a  good  purpose  and  age  or  senior  citizens. 

Q:  As  people  of  faith,  what’s  it  been  like  they're  here  seeking  to  represent  people.  I 
coming  to  Washington  and  working  on  don't  think  that  people  are  up  here  trying  to  Matt:  People  think  they're  involved 
Capitol  Hill?  make  underhanded  deals,  but  that  they're  when  they  become  passionate  about  popu- 

here  trying  to  do  what's  right.  I  think  tney  lar  issues.  They  seem  to  pick  and  cnoose, 
Jeramee:  It's  a  big  difference  when  have  a  genuine  concern  for  the  people  that  because  it  seems  cool  to  be  for  something.  I 
you're  around  Christians  and  people  of  they  represent.  think  people  who  are  truly  acHve  are  active 

faith  all  of  the  time,  and  then  you  come  to  a  across  the  board.  Unfortunately,  those  num- 

city  where  it's  not  so  automadc.  Sometimes  Matt:  Self-promohon,  which  all  mem-  bers  are  kind  of  few  when  it  comes  to  the 
it's  hard  to  try  and  keep  a  posidve  attitude  bers  engage  in,  in  no  way  decreases  their  younger  generatton. 
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NRTD  NRT  HLTOPWTDNO 


GDW  HLPDSTO  OEIARN 


NE  YPDW  ESSGOPED 


GAGPDON  WGDPTB  SED 


STL D PDA  NRT  VPDAWEC 


QIN  NRTX  SEIBW  YPDW 


DEDT  ESSGOPED  DEL 


YGIBN;  YELGOCISR  GO  RT 


ZGO  YGPNRYIB,  DTPNRTL 


ZGO  NRTLT  GDX  TLLEL  EL 


YGIBN  YEIDW  PD  RPC 


WGDPTB  OPN:  YEIL 


Clue:  H  =  P 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Nahum  One:  Seven. 


